Right Hon. David Lloyd George, M.P.
fateful moment with the calm observation : " So once again this old Empire must fight for its very life/5
It is fashionable now, among those who no longer require him, to dismiss Mr. Lloyd George with the observation that " he certainly rendered great services during the war.53 This almost contemptuous summary does little justice to the poignant anxieties amid which he pursued an unruffled and a valiant path. Those who stood by his side in that struggle and marked his penetration and his steely resolution will recall the letter written to him by the late Field-Marshal Sir Henry Wilson on the day of the Armistice : " You have done more than any one man in the world to win this war.55
Next in order among his more striking qualities I place his fierce,  restless   energy and  his   dogged industry.    When I speak of dogged industry I do not mean that he would attend with enthusiasm to the details of funning a small fishing-smack.    But in command of a Dreadnought fleet he would work all  day  and  all  night  with  enthusiasm  and  even with relish.    I have known him almost as a matter of habit begin business at 9  o'clock one morning and carry it on till 2 o'clock the next, and each business,   each   conference,   each   document,   often carried in it the seeds of crises amid which, clumsily handled,  an  Empire might have  tottered to ruin. The faculty under consideration is, of course, mainly a matter of mental temperament, involving, it may be, even some degree of natural insensibility ;   but his superb physical constitution has made no mean contribution thereto.   No man cursed with a susceptible nervous system, or affected by a very sensi-
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